Brant Forty
The Retired Teachers of Ontario
Here for you now ...
Here for your future.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

IN THIS ISSUE:

Several developments have occurred lately, and some announcements of events
upcoming, are the basis for my report for this newsletter.

President’s Message

Betty Anne and I attended the President’s RTO/ERO workshop in Toronto, and
heard more about governance implementation, changes to a single bylaw, and
suggestion for a new organization name.

PAC Committee Report
Swing into Spring Golf Fun

That meeting put a lot on our plates, and led to some lively discussion among the
participants. I returned and shared some of this information with your District 40
Executive members, which generated additional comments - some of which were
forwarded to Provincial officers.

“To Hell with the Bell” Tourney

Following that meeting, a few weeks later, we both attended the Senate meeting
in Toronto, prepared with questions from executive feedback - (primarily regarding
the suggested new potential name).

Summer Fun

The Pre-Senate activity immediately indicated the suggested name would be withdrawn, and, - during Senate, - it was ! It is now back to the planning stage for the
marketing hired professionals. Stay tuned !

Travel Committee

June Szeman Award winner

Your Newsletter and Website

Membership Report

The plaque recognizing the 50th anniversary contribution of RTO/ERO District 40,
to a garden at Tollgate Tech, is now installed.
A very successful golf tourney was conducted recently by Sue Baldauf and her
capable crew - Congrats ! - it was a fun time for all.
A new retirees welcome is to be held on June 12, and we hope to encourage
additional members to our organization at that time. Thanks Lynn, and your crew,
for all the preparations !
We will also host an RPW in October, to welcome new recruits, - presentations will
be coming from the Province, and District 40 representatives.
On June 26, a second historical walking tour is being presented by Ruth Lefler and
Garry Burns. No registration required - bring your walking shoes, and your curiosity.
Details are posted on both the website and our Facebook page.
There are some changes in the works for the Executive membership - some yet to
be confirmed. Thanks to our new members, those willing to work on your behalf for
our District’s membership. We could use YOUR help ! - won’t you come and join a
great team !?
(continued on page 8)

VISIT OUR DISTRICT 40 WEBSITE AT http://district 40.rto-ero.org
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M E M B E R S H I P G AT H E R I N G S

Stay connected...Stay informed...Stay involved

Numbers of Members attending ____

Number of Non-Members attending ____

Spring Luncheon ___ @ $20.00 (member’s cost) Spring Luncheon ___ @ $25.00 (non-member’s cost)
Breakfast___ @ $10.00 (member’s cost) Breakfast ___$15.00 (non-member’s cost)
Fall Luncheon ___ @ $20.00 (member’s cost) Fall Luncheon ___ @ $25.00 (non-member’s cost)
Names:__________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________ Phone: _______________ Postal Code: ________
E-mail: ____________________________________________ Total Enclosed: _______________
All events are subsidized by the Brant District 40 RTO. Please note: Non-members pay $25.00
Note: Cancellations can be accepted up to NOON on the Thursday before the event.
Reply to: Jane Binkley 519-752-0875 or e-mail rtobrant40events@gmail.com
Make cheque (not post-dated) payable to: District 40 RTO and send with registration form to:
Jane Binkley ATT. RTO, 21 Chestnut Ave., Brantford, ON., N3T 4B9
** If you are attending and require assistance using the buffet due to managing wheelchairs, walkers, crutches or canes please
contact Jane Binkley personally beforehand so that we can work out arrangements.

Check out the District 40 Website at http://district40.rto-ero.org
Check out Who We Are, Upcoming Events, Newsletters, Travel, and Opportunities to Volunteer.
Want to promote a community event?
Email Barb Rogelstad, Webmaster rogieba@rogers.com

GOLF SOCIAL...SWING INTO SPRING AT FESCUE’S EDGE
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Everyone had fun on Wednesday, May 22 at the SWING INTO SPRING GOLF SOCIAL at Fescue’s Edge Golf
Course. This year, we celebrated our day with a record number of golfing participants including our seniors
Bob Peever, 88 years young and Orland Harrison who will have his 90th birthday in October.
There was some sunshine for 52 golfers to start their day with a coffee and cinnamon bun made by Michele
Boncardo. Able to finish their non-competitive 9 holes of golf before the clouds and rain moved in, players
could choose whether they wanted to keep score or not. This is primarily a social gathering with
complimentary snacks and door prizes.
Once again we enjoyed the cooperation of Braun, Leanne, and Lesley at Fescue’s Edge with both great rates
and great service. The shotgun start, organized by Sieg Baldauf, was perfect as it meant everyone was able
to come off the course at the same time for the afternoon social in the clubhouse.
The golf format was all about FUN with no competition but we did offer some challenges for our players. This
year’s Closest to the Pin women’s winners were Lisa Scott on hole #2 and, Cathy Dailey (who hit closer than
the men) on hole #6. The men’s winners for Closest to the Pin were #2Jim Grime and on #6, Dave Giancola.
Hitting Closest to the Basket were Shirley Latulippe and Dave Thomas. At the Putting Challenge, once again
Donna Lord had the best score of putting through the schoolhouse. Next best scores were Jean Baldauf and
Doug Voss.
The PAR 3 DRAW (with winnings split 3 ways) was a success with everyone generously purchasing tickets for
this year’s charity educational program, the Grand Erie T.I.C.K. program. The winner was Garry Burns who
graciously donated his winnings to our charity. We are proud to say that to date, our RTO Brant golf events
have raised over $2000 for various community charities.
Thanks once again to Noel Beach for his handiwork and generosity. A new participant, Joanne Vamos, was
the lucky door prize winner of Noel’s Bowl, the last to be made from Mulberry wood that the late Gord
Osmond had given to Noel.
Thanks to RTO for sponsoring this event and providing us with funds for the complimentary snacks and
prizes. Other contributors to the prizes include family and friends.
Thank you to our organizing committee Lori
Henderson, Michele Boncardo, and Sue Baldauf.
Assistance from Keith Gloster, Noel Beach, and Ann
Verth on game day was greatly appreciated.
We look forward to our next event “TO HELL WITH
THE BELL” on Tuesday September 3 at Burford Golf
Links. It will be an 18 hole SCRAMBLE followed by
dinner.
Contact Sue at suebaldauf@hotmail.com at anytime
to get on the list.
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POLITICAL ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT

Vibrant Voices: Election 2019 Priorities ~
The following are the three priorities for RTO for the Federal Election in October.
1/ Make Retirement Income More Secure
Canadians deserve a secure and dignified retirement with a guaranteed and sufficient source of income.
Stats Canada estimates that 12% of senior families are considered low income and that 28.5% of single
seniors qualify as low income. That’s 600 000 Canadian seniors living in poverty!
2/ Implement a National Seniors Strategy
Canada needs a National Seniors Strategy that optimizes health, financial security and social inclusion so all
Canadians can age with dignity. Elder Canadians are the fastest growing segment of our society.
3/ Prioritize Pharmacare
All Canadians should have access to the medication they need. A universal, public, comprehensive,
assessable and portable national Pharmacare Program would cut costs and lead to a healthier population.
Canada is the only country in the world with universal health care that does NOT also provide universal drug
coverage.

What can be done? Use your Vibrant Voices. Talk to your M.P. and
other candidates and your M.P.P. Talk to your friends and
neighbours. Go to an All-Candidates Forum. Get your Vibrant Voices
heard!
On the Provincial side, if you don’t like cuts to health care and
education, tell your M.P.P. A letter was written to Premier Doug Ford
by Martha Foster, our Provincial RTO chair, and Jim Grieve on your behalf regarding Provincial changes to the
Ontario Education System. A request to meet was also made.
A Vibrant Voices election resource package to help all of us more thoroughly understand our RTO election
issues and challenges wil be on our Brant 40 website and Facebook Page. This resource includes questions
you could potentially ask candidates. The resource will also help you to raise the issues and use your Vibrant
Voices!
FYI Contacts:
Phil McColeman, Brant MP
510-754-4300

www.philmccolemanmp.ca

will.bouma, Brant MPP
519-759-0361

will.bouma@pc.ola.org

http://district 40.rto-ero.org

GORD OSMOND TRIVIA CHALLENGE
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The 2020 version of this charity event which honours former President Gord Osmond,
and donates to the RTO-ERO Charitable Foundation will be held at the Dunsdon Legion,
Thursday March 5th.
All questions appear on a big screen, and there are video and audio aspects to the night
of 100 questions.
The 2019 version was won by the team of John Pacsuta, Garry Burns, Nikki Pacsuta, and
Mark Francombe.
The second place team was Captained by Les Ringrose, and the third place team was
novices to the Challenge, captained by MaryLou Doxtdator.
Four lucky players walked away with a gift certificate from Dairee Delite, in a reciprocal
arrangement with Sarah Disher-Neddow, captain of one of the teams.
The night was aided by work done by Treasurer Mieke Schroeder, Linda Mclean’s
mailouts, Barb Rogelstad’s on-line registration system, Garry Burns’ projector, and the North
Park Science, and North Park History/Geography departments.
We are also indebted to the Brant 40 executive for its financial embracement of this
evening.
Changes to next year’s Challenge include a new focus on some less demanding questions,
and a round in which all the questions give 10 seconds to answer before automatically
moving on to the next question. Due to participant feed-back, the bonus questions using
the Reach for the Top buzzer system has been discontinued.
Please consider coming out to a FUN night, where winning is not the central focus.
Thursday March 5, 2020, “Funsdon” Legion, 7 pm sharp start.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

As of May 31, 2019, RTO District 40 has 1045 members – 659 women and 386 men. We have
16 members who are not yet fully retired. 236 people in our District are 80 and above and of
those, 5 are 100 or more!
Part of the job description of the Membership Chair is to organize a “Welcome to
Retirement” Wine & Cheese Social. This year’s event was held after school on Wednesday,
June 12 at the Brantford Golf & Country Club where we welcomed and encouraged a number
of people to our organization at that time. Thanks Lynn and your crew for all the preparations!
The Retirement Planning Workshop will be held at the Best Western Brantford Hotel and
Conference Centre. It will take place on the morning of Saturday, October 19, 2019. Speakers
from Provincial will make presentations on various topics of interest to those who are
considering retiring in the next five years. To try to encourage increased membership, these
workshops are being offered free-of-charge. Provincial is also trying to make these events
easier for the districts to run so they are doing most of the work involved…booking the venue,
arranging for any food and refreshments. Members from RTO District 40, will promote the
event, welcome potential members at the door, hand out materials, talk about District 40 and
socialize. If you know of anyone retiring in the next five years, please pass on the information
about the Retirement Planning Workshop.
Reminders of District activities are often sent by email so please make sure that we have your
email address so that you don’t get missed. Please send to
rtobrant40membership@gmail.com.
If you have made any changes in your contact information (email, address, phone) please
send the changes to Provincial and they will be forwarded to us.
Membership department at membership@rto-ero.org or 1-800-361-9888.

Lynn Haylock
Membership Chair

2018-2019 Executive
Pres ~ Keith Gloster...519 752-5745 keithgloster1@rogers.com
Past Pres., Pensions & Retirement Benefits ~ Dave Haylock....
519 753-7066 david.hayock@hotmail.com
Vice-Pres. ~ Betty Anne Whitney bawhitney@rogers.com
Sec. ~ Gerry Fuss.............519 752-4929 jgfuss@hotmail.com
Treas. ~ Mieke Schroeder...519-759-8372 schroederhbj@gmail.com

Goodwill ~ Marg Simpson….519-753-7629 dalemargs@rogers.com
~ Clair Ann Keodprom....519-751-0162 clair1162@rogers.com
~ Shirley Latulippe ...shirleylatulippe@rogers.com
Tours ~ Lori Chisholm...lorichisholm@rogers.com
Newsletter ~ Jane Goldspink…519 756-5166 gingergoldspink@gmail.com
Webmaster ~ Barb Rogelstad...519-756-1090 rogieba@rogers.com
Health ~ Diane Morgan...519 759-7511 dianemorgan@sympatico.ca
PAC ~ Jim Harder....519 442-3322 jimharder@hotmail.ca
Membership ~ Lynn Haylock… rtobrant40membership@gmail.com
Breakfast/Luncheons ~ Jane Binkley…519 752-0875 rtobrant40events@gmail.com
Members at Large

Margaret Gillan ~ ...519-752-1789 mlgillan@rogers.com
Mary Hrynkiw ~ ...519-759-0467 mhrynkiw@cruiseshipcenters.com

Change of address or personal info?
Please make sure to let RTO know!
RTO office:

1-800-361-9888 or

RTO website http://www.ero -rto.org
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YOUR NEWSLETTER
Barb Rogelstad (our webmaster) and I will be trialing something we
are both very excited about…..you will be receiving your newsletter
by email as well as a paper copy this issue!
Why? Well, we do want to move ourselves forward in this age of
technology where more and more of our member use and rely upon
devices for reading, daily activities such as bill paying, searching for
information and so on. At the same time, we recognize that many
members desire a paper copy OR do not have access to an email
account with which to receive information. So, we will be doing
both; emailing your newsletter to you at the account you have

provided (always keep provincial informed of changes) AND mailing you a copy at the address provided.
As usual, the newsletter will also be posted on the website when completed.
Please let us know with your comments to me or Barb how this is working for you. We will continue to

monitor our results and make changes if and when needed.
Thanks and hope to hear back from you with your comments,
Jane Goldspink, Editor, 519 756-5166 gingergoldspink@gmail.com
Barb Rogelstad, Webmaster, 519-756-1090 rogieba@rogers.com

SUMMER FUN FOR SENIORS







Go for a walk, jog or roll.
Go swimming or wading.
Have a picnic.
Go to a farmer's market or fair.
Watch an outdoor movie.

Join ...







Group Exercise Classes. ...
Gardening Clubs. ...
Book Clubs. ...
Lectures and Continuing Ed Classes. ...
Art Classes. …
Pottery/Ceramics Classes.

9/9/
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GOOD WILL COMMITTEE

Thanks to our members for their continued support of Goodwill. We appreciate your
communication. Please keep us informed of passings, anniversaries and significant occasions
in the lives of our members.
Marg Simpson…. 519-753-7629

dalemargs@rogers.com

Clair Ann Keodprom....519-751-0162 clair1162@rogers.com
Shirley Latulippe shirleylatulippe@rogers.com

JUNE SZEMAN AWARD
President Keith Gloster was thrilled
to present the June Szeman Award
to Bonnie Osmond and son Kevan,
honouring past-president Gord
Osmond at last year’s 50th RTO-ERO
Celebrations

From the travel committee:
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food & drink tours

Sunday, September 22nd 11:30 – 4:30 pm ($90.00 due by Friday, August 23rd)
BRANT BREW TOUR:
“Explore three local craft breweries & one hard cider farm. You will also visit one food
destination where you will dive into local eats to fill you with goodness before your
next flight. At each location you will fall in love with the cool vibe and local feel of
Brant County & Brantford.”
ONE OF A KIND FALL/WINTER CRAFT SHOW AND SALE
Monday, November 25th 9:30 am – 4:30 pm ish bus trip to Toronto One of a Kind
Show $45 + cost of ticket (adult or senior – max $14)
Bus and ticket only. Minimum 24, maximum 30.
$59.00 due by Friday, October 25th (cash refund to seniors day of – please indicate your age when signing up)

IN ORDER TO REGISTER & MAKE PAYMENT:
Email lorichisholm@rogers.com
Phone 519-761-2447

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)
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The Government of Ontario distributed the attached News Release recently highlighting the Ontario Seniors Strategy Consultation which was launched today. They are seeking feedback to support a new government-wide Seniors Strategy. Won’t you use
the connection below, and offer YOUR feedback? - it will benefit us all !
Part of the consultation process includes an on-line survey. The feedback gathered will help inform the new government-wide
strategy to improve the lives of seniors and provide the supports and resources to help them live independently, ensure their safety
and security, connect them to the community, and help them achieve greater financial security and social connections. Who
should participate in the survey? They would like to hear ideas and feedback from:
~ seniors and their families
~ the people who care for seniors
~ organizations that support seniors
Please share this information with your members and colleagues. The link for the survey is: Ontario.ca/SeniorsStrategy
The survey closes: July 19, 2019
Four Charitable Donations were awarded by District 40 recently. 1. The Arnold Anderson Sports Fund 2. Family and Children’s
Services - Compassion Kits 3. Family Literacy 4. Brantford Music Festival. Please contact me if you wish further details.
Preparation is underway for submission to the RTO/ERO Provincial Office to consider S.A.F.E. ZONE for a provincial charitable
award. This will be sent in soon, and stay tuned for a hoped for acceptance.
Again my thanks to the executive committee of District 40 - you make all this work, and all this worthwhile !

Are you ready for another fun ride District 40 ? Committees continue to meet, plan, and put activities into action for the benefit of
you, our membership. Plans for more golf, a Christmas social, RPW, Trivia fun, and
more are in the works. Let us know what else you might like to see, and any problems
you may observe. Your feedback makes your executive more efficient.

Keith Gloster, President Brant 40
PROVINCIAL - https://www.rto-ero.org
BRANT 40 - https://district40.rto-ero.org

Return Address:
ATT. RTO,
10 Seneca Cr.
Brantford, ON
N3R 1K2

