
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE         Greetings  everyone - 
 
May I begin my Winter/Spring 2019 President’s report with a brief      
review, and  reflections upon, our District 40 events during the 50th         
anniversary year, 2018. 
 
Judging by the reports I have received, I am convinced the year was 
filled with successful activities, enjoyed, and participated in, by many of 
our District 40 membership,  others from other districts,  and our          
Provincial office as well ! 
 
Our year’s events included an interesting speaker’s series encompassing 
a wide range of topics. 

 
The displays in the local library and in two floral presentations                
developed for our 50th anniversary were enjoyed by many visitors to our 
city throughout the summer. 
 
Tollgate Tech’s garden will revive a permanent plaque this Spring      
denoting the recognition of our RTO/ERO 50th anniversary year, and 
the particular contribution of the garden to Tollgate Tech  by District 40 
RTO/ERO. 
 
The summer architectural tour was very well received ( and will be                
expanded upon this coming year!   - stay tuned ! ) 
 
We requested and secured a wonderful award for the project “ A Bed 
For Every Child”.  An award of $4000.00 was presented in 2018. 
 

We chose for District 40’s Provincial June Szeman award, a posthumous 
presentation to recognize the many contributions by our dear friend,  
Gord Osmond ! - Well deserved my friend. ! 
 

(continued on page 12) 
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Numbers of Members attending ____   Number of Non-Members attending ____ 

Spring  Luncheon ___ @ $20.00 (member’s cost)  Spring Luncheon ___ @ $25.00 (non-member’s cost) 

Breakfast___ @ $10.00 (member’s cost)   Breakfast ___$15.00 (non-member’s cost)   

Fall Luncheon ___ @ $20.00 (member’s cost)   Fall Luncheon ___ @ $25.00 (non-member’s cost) 

Names:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________ Phone:  _______________ Postal Code: ________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________________   Total Enclosed: _______________ 

All events are subsidized by the Brant District 40 RTO.  Please note: Non-members pay $25.00 

Note: Cancellations can be accepted up to NOON on the Thursday before the event. 

Reply to:   Jane Binkley 519-752-0875 or e-mail rtobrant40events@gmail.com 

Make cheque (not post-dated) payable to: District 40 RTO and send with registration form to:                                                                      

Jane Binkley ATT. RTO, 21 Chestnut Ave., Brantford, ON., N3T 4B9 

** If you are attending and require assistance using the buffet due to managing wheelchairs, walkers, crutches or canes please 
contact Jane Binkley personally beforehand so that we can work out  arrangements. 

Check out the District 40 Website at http://district40.rto-ero.org                                      

Check out Who We Are, News, Newsletters, Events, Travel, and a Calendar to 

view upcoming events.  If you have an event you wish to promote on the             

District 40 Website do not hesitate to send me details and I will add it to the 

website.  

Barb Rogelstad, Webmaster rogieba@rogers.com   

http://district40.rto-ero.org/
mailto:rogieba@rogers.com


GOLF SOCIAL...SWING INTO SPRING AT FESCUE’S EDGE  
3/ 

WHAT?  

This is a fun event with Getting Together and Socializing as its objective.  

WHERE?  

At Fescue’s Edge Golf course in Scotland. WHEN?  

It will be held on Wednesday May 22, 2019 starting at 11:30am with coffee and a treat. Shotgun start gets 

everyone starting together and finishing in good time to socialize.  

WHO?  

RTO Brant members, friends and family. For anyone interested in golfing at any level.  

COST?  

$15 green fees walking or $25 green fees with a cart. Drinks can be purchased from the bar. All Food      

before and after your golfing is complimentary.  

FORMAT?  

The golf format is all about FUN with no competition. Individuals can decide for themselves whether they 

score or play best ball. There will be the usual GOLF CHALLENGES on the course like Closest to the Pin, 

and Putting for men and women.  

If you are interested, please contact Sue Baldauf at suebaldauf@hotmail.com or 519 449 5993 before 

Tuesday May 14.  



POLITICAL ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT 4/ 

With the Provincial Election now a few months behind us, the District Political Advocacy Committee met with MPP Will 

Bouma and two of his assistants on Friday Feb. 8 at his office at 101 Nelson St in Brantford.  We focused on four                      

questions that MPP Bouma had received from us two weeks in advance of our meeting.  The questions were as follows: 

· Geriatric training for health care professionals 

· The establishment of a universal drug plan 

· Age friendly communities and the government’s policies 

· Rapid development in Brantford and Brant County and the government steps to combat                         

contamination of our water supply 

MPP Bouma’s present overall perspective seemed to be that rollbacks and cuts are necessary to balance the budget.  

Anything that is new money is on hold for now.  He appreciated our interest and suggestion of good ideas.  However, 

now is not the time to spend new money.  The overall goal is no tax increases. 

 

The first question directed to Mr Bouma was focused on the preparation of doctors and health care professionals to 

serve geriatric patients.  Ontario and Canada in general seem to have fallen behind many other developed countries in 

this area.  For example,  Sweden whose population is less than one third of Canada’s has considerably more geriatric 

specialists than does Canada.   Our organization feels strongly that every university medical program in the province 

should have a meaningful unit on care of geriatric patients in its curriculum.  Mr. Bouma made it clear that at this point 

the government could not make a commitment to provide additional funding to meet challenges that exist in this area.   

Mr Bouma’s office did provide us with information about Regional Geriatric Programs of Ontario (RGPs).  The RGPs  

network is a provincial collaborative of 11 units that support specialized geriatric service delivery, capacity building, 

evaluation and advocacy toward meeting the health needs of Ontario’s aging population.  The RGP unit of most note to 

District 40 Members is the RGP Central (Hamilton) which is affiliated with McMaster University and supports Hamilton 

Niagara Haldimand Brant, Waterloo-Wellington and Mississauga-Halton LHINS. 

Our second question asked Mr. Bouma what was his position on the addition of a pharmacare program to medicare.  

His response was that there was no money available for new initiatives given the huge deficit and debt that the province 

was facing.  The recent Globe and Mail editorial stating that pharmacare was long overdue for implementation and our 

argument that research shows that a prescription drug plan program would save money in the long run were not        

accepted. 

 

With regard to Age Friendly Communities, he commented that Brantford and Brant County were international leaders 

in this initiative.  He didn’t mention anything in particular to be done further.  We had hoped that he might address 

housing and social isolation.  He gave us an Age Friendly Community Planning document.  We gave him a World Health 

Organization checklist of essential features of Age Friendly Communities.  We pointed out the eight pillars of needs 

that might be examined to weigh the effectiveness of a community in meeting needs of seniors. 

 

When specifically asked about transportation in the county, he said that the county is in the second stage of an uber-

like transportation format for the rural areas and towns.  Part of the funding money for this would come from the Gas 

Tax fund.  This transportation plan is in its early stages and he didn’t have a particular time line for it.  He believed that 

the cost to seniors would be very reasonable and affordable. 

Mr. Bouma stated that protecting the safety of the drinking water supply is a local issue.  Further, he argued that each 

community has its own plan and that the water in the province is safe.  He knew that Brant had had the protection limit 

made more stringent as a result of a local tribunal.  He gave us a Source Protection Summary report. 

Mr. Bouma is a new MPP who is on a learning curve.  However, he was confident in the views that he expressed.  We 

gave him a copy of the RTO brochure.  We pointed out the RTO stance on issues and the RTO policy statements.  We 

asked him if he viewed government as an agent for providing services to its citizens.  He did not respond for or against 

the concept.  We wish him well in serving our province and community .  Share your ‘Vibrant Voice’ regarding any issues 

or concerns with him at   519-759-0361  or e-mail   will.bouma@pc.ola.org. 



WINTER …. BRRRR 5/ 

Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand                                          

and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for home.” 

 

 

 

 

9 great activities for seniors with                                                                                                                        
limited mobility 

 Spend time reading.  

 Explore a variety of hobbies. ... 

 Exercise regularly. ... 

 Get creative. ... 

 Spend time outdoors. ... 

 Have fun with happy visitors. ... 

 Play games! ... 

 Enjoy movies, TV shows, or music. 

 

LOCAL CHARITABLE DONATIONS 

 

Each year, Brant District 40 makes charitable donations to local organizations that fit the criteria of our Local 

Charitable Donations Policy.  Please see the Brant District 40 website for the ‘Brant District 40                     

Charitable Donations Policy”.  This policy will provide details regarding criteria and timelines.  If you feel your 

organization meets the parameters described in the policy and thus would be an appropriate recipient of a                

donation, please send a request and a brief description of how your organization supports the local community 

to District President Keith Gloster.  As indicated in the policy, this request must be received by the District 

President by April 1, 2019.  For 2019, $1000 has been set aside in the District 40 budget for local charitable   

donations.  The members of the executive of Brant District 40 are pleased to be able to support worthy local 

organizations. 

Fun Winter Activities You Can Do Outside 

 Go ice skating. 

 Go sledding. 

 Go downhill cross-country skiing. 

 Build a snowman. 

 Build a snow fort. 

 Have a snowball fight. 

 Go on a winter hike. 

 Go ice fishing. 



As of the end of January, we have 1,033 members – 654 women and 379 men.  There are 47 members age 90 and 

above and five of those are 100 plus!!  

A year ago, we were at 1,027 members – 648 women and 379 men.  Each month, information is sent out from 

Provincial including lists of members and changes.  These reports are used to update mailing and email lists. Re-

minders of District activities are often sent by email so please make sure that we have your email address so that 

you don’t get missed.  If you have made any changes in your contact information (email, address, phone) please 

send the changes to Provincial and they will be forwarded to us. 

Membership department at membership@rto-ero.org  or 1-800-361-9888. 

Lynn Haylock 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 6/ 

In October 2018, I attended a Pension and Retirement                 

Concerns workshop in Toronto.  A main theme of the workshop was what is happening in general with                     

pensions.  A new regulatory body which was established by the Financial Services Regulatory Authority Act of 

2016 will take over regulating of pensions – the targeted takeover date is April 2019.  This new body known as 

the Financial Services Regulatory Authority will be      replacing the Financial Services Commission of Ontario.  

This new regulatory agency will include an independent Board of Directors and will have the authority to 

make binding rules. 

At the workshop, we were provided with a snapshot of the OTPP as it appeared on Jan. 1, 2018.  At that time, 

the net assets of the plan totalled $189 billion.  This total means that the plan at that time was 105% funded.  

There were 184 000 active members and 139 000 retired members.  If you are doing your arithmetic as we go 

along, you have probably worked out that the ratio of active members to retired members was 1.3:1.  In 1970, 

the ratio of active to retired was 10:1.  Another interesting statistic comparing the situation in 1970 to the 

2018 situation:  a 1970 new retiree could expect 20 years of pension – his or her counterpart in 2018 can look 

forward to 32 years of expected pension. 

We also received information about “Retired Member Statements” regarding your OTPP pension.  These 

statements are required under the Pension Benefits Act to be delivered every 2 years.  You should have       

received your first one in May/June 2017.  Apparently that was the hoped for scenario -  I didn’t receive my 

first statement until May 2018.  This statement will provide a summary of the pension that you have earned as 

a member of the OTPP.  The information provided in the statement is based on data on file with the plan and 

the rules in effect at the time. 

As always, please feel free to contact me about any questions that you might have. 

 

Dave Haylock 

District Pension and Retirement Concerns Rep 

PENSION and RETIREMENT CONCERNS REPORT 

mailto:membership@rto-ero.org


 

Change of address or personal info?                                            

Please make sure to let RTO know!  

R T O  o f f i c e :      1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 1 - 9 8 8 8  o r                        

R T O  w e b s i t e   h t t p : / / w w w . e r o - r t o . o r g  

2018-2019 Executive 7/ 

Pres ~ Keith Gloster 

Past Pres., Pensions & Retirement Benefits  ~ Dave Haylock....                                                                 

Vice-Pres. ~ Betty Anne Whitney   

Sec. ~ Gerry FussTreas.  

Mieke Schroeder 

Goodwill ~ Marg Simpson 

     ~ Clair Ann Keodprom 

     ~ Shirley Latulippe  

Tours ~  Lori Chisholm 

Newsletter ~ Jane Goldspink 

Webmaster ~ Barb Rogelstad 

Health ~ Diane Morgan 

PAC ~ Jim Harder 

Membership ~ Lynn Haylock 

Breakfast/Luncheons ~ Jane Binkley 

Members at Large   

Margaret Gillan  

Mary Hrynkiw  

 



YOUR NEWSLETTER  8/ 

Barb Rogelstad (our webmaster) and I will be trialing something we 

are both very excited about…..you will be receiving your newsletter  

by email as well as a paper copy this issue! 

Why? Well, we do want to move ourselves forward in this age of 

technology where more and more of our member use and rely upon 

devices for reading, daily activities such as bill paying, searching for 

information and so on. At the same time, we recognize that many 

members desire a paper copy OR do not have access to an email 

account with which to receive information. So, we will be doing 

both; emailing your newsletter to you at the account you have            

provided (always keep provincial informed of changes) AND mailing you a copy at the address provided.                 

As usual, the newsletter will also be posted on the website when completed.  

Please let us know with your comments to me or Barb how this is working for you. We will continue to               

monitor our results and make changes if and when needed.  

Thanks and hope to hear back from you with your comments, 

Jane Goldspink, Editor, 519 756-5166 gingergoldspink@gmail.com  

Barb Rogelstad, Webmaster, 519-756-1090   rogieba@rogers.com 
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Grant from RTO/ERO district gives beds to underprivileged 

students  

BRANT, Feb. 7, 2019 – It’s hard to learn when you can’t sleep 

well, and proper sleep is tough without something basic – your 

own bed. Over the past four years, the Brant chapter of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has given 

more than 300 beds to children from economically-challenged families. With funds for the effort running 

low, District 40 Brant of the Retired Teachers of Ontario (RTO/ERO) has stepped in with a $4,000                    

donation that will cover 42 beds. Through home visits, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul determines the 

needs of families in poverty, and assists with donations of food, clothing, appliances and furniture. The 

Bed for Every Child project helps children who sleep on a bare floor, a carpet or, if they’re lucky, a couch 

or a shared bed (with siblings or parents). “The beds offer a practical solution to children who are feeling 

the sting of poverty,” says Keith Gloster, President, District 40 Brant, RTO/ERO. “We want to reduce the 

number of students who lack a bed and deal with shame and low self-esteem, all of which affects their 

ability and motivation to learn.” The District 40 funding is part of RTO/ERO’s annual Project – Service to 

Others (PSTO). Districts apply for individual projects (education-related or other community initiatives) 

that support a local, national or international program. Up to $4,000 per project is available. Each fall, a 

committee of RTO/ERO members assesses the merits of each PSTO submission. For 2018, RTO/ERO 

funded 22 projects for a total of almost $80,000. These projects range from a reading space for primary 

students, to elder abuse education support, to sanitation improvements for a school in Africa. “The 

PSTO grant program highlights the many ways that RTO/ERO members care about their communities 

and continue to serve them,” says Martha Foster, the chair of the board at RTO/ERO. The beds from the 

District 40 funding will be donated by the end of February.  

About RTO/ERO (rto-ero.org): Since 1968, The Retired Teachers of Ontario/Les enseignantes et    

enseignants retraités de l’Ontario (RTO/ERO) has provided programs and services for the broader                      

education community. As a strong and active voice for a voluntary membership of almost 78,000, RTO/

ERO offers and supports health care coverage, pension support, group travel programs, community               

involvement and advocacy. Members are affiliated with one of 48 districts, including 46 across Ontario 

and two in British Columbia.  

 Media contact: Keith Gloster, President, District 40 Brant, RTO/ERO,  519-752-5745,                             

keithgloster1@rogers.com 

      NEWS RELEASE 9/ 



10/ GOOD WILL COMMITTEE 

 Our condolences go out to family and friends of the following members who passed away in 2018. 

  

 

 

 

 

   Irma Kangrow    John Terdik 

   Richard Ainsworth                      Doris Buckles 

   William Carter                        Marion Crewson 

   Bruce Frey                         Richard Hogarth 

   Beverley Jones                       Margaret Knettle 

   Isaac Pereira                        Ray Truant 

   Richard Weeks                       Audrey Elcomb 

   Margaret Vincent                      Karen Schmutz 

    James MacGregor Brown                    Betty Renaut 

   Barbara Ann North                      Robert Smith 

   James Halley                      

 Thanks to our members for their continued support of Goodwill. We appreciate your                                  

 communication. Please keep us informed of passings, anniversaries and significant occasions 

 in the lives of our members.   

 Marg Simpson…. 519-753-7629  dalemargs@rogers.com 

 Clair Ann Keodprom....519-751-0162  clair1162@rogers.com 

 Shirley Latulippe   shirleylatulippe@rogers.com  

A special “shout out” to 

Nichol’s Florist for the beautiful 

plants they provide for our   

ladies who have reached 85, 

90, 95, and up! 
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F r o m  t h e  t r a v e l  c o m m i t t e e :   

3 food & drink tours 
 

$90 per person  (maximum 19, minimum 16) 

*for all tours, please indicate food issues/allergies/restrictions 

 

Sunday, May 5th   12:00 – 5:00 pm    ($90.00 due by Friday, April 5th) 
SIPS AND EATS ROAD TRIP: 

“Cider, Beer & Wine + food are waiting for you as we explore local sips & eats ... & we do the driving for you. 

Dive into local hidden gems that savour good times & great tastes.  You will meet the foodie entrepreneurs & 

chefs behind the scenes and learn of their passion for good food, locally! 

This tour supports the Brantford & Brant County communities.   

Tour is approximately 5 hours, with 6 delicious stops!   

We drive you in a comfortable luxury Sprinter powered by Jetways Brantford.” 

 

Sunday, June 2nd  12:00 – 5:00 pm    ($90.00 due by Friday, May 3rd) 
SIPS AND EATS ROAD TRIP – see description above 

 

Sunday, September 22nd   11:30 – 4:30 pm   ($90.00 due by Friday, August 23rd) 
BRANT BREW TOUR:    

“Explore three local craft breweries & one hard cider farm. You will also visit one food                                                    

destination where you will dive into local eats to fill you with goodness before your                                                          

next flight. At each location you will fall in love with the cool vibe and local feel of                                              

Brant County & Brantford.” 

 

ONE OF A KIND FALL/WINTER CRAFT SHOW AND SALE 

Monday, November 25th    9:30 am – 4:30 pm ish bus trip to Toronto One 

of a Kind Show   $45 + cost of ticket (adult or senior – max $14) 

Bus and ticket only. Minimum 24, maximum 30. 

$59.00 due by Friday, October 25th  (cash refund to seniors day of – please indicate 

your age when signing up) 

 

IN ORDER TO REGISTER & MAKE PAYMENT: 

Email  lorichisholm@rogers.com 

Phone 519-761-2447 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

 

Return Address: 

ATT. RTO,  

10 Seneca Cr. 

Brantford, ON 

N3R 1K2 

  12/ 

Visits from Provincial representatives, two successful Senates, significant work on new Governance                        
implementation, an RPW, a new retiree welcome,  a new retiree breakfast, two golf tournaments, a wonderful 
Christmas Social (an event which raised significant monies, and food donations for our community) and more ! 
What a great year !! 
 
Thank you executive committee District 40. You made the year a GREAT success !  I appreciate your dedication, 
perseverance, and energies. Your unfailing contributions are much appreciated ! 
Yet another series of jobs well done ! 
 
2019 is already in full planning mode for golf tournaments, new Governance documents following Provincial 
review, another architectural tour this summer,  travel plans which will soon be promoted! Are you ready for 
another fun ride District 40 ? 
 
An important note of reminder to each of our members. It is helpful to our committee members if when                 
registering for any events please DO be sure to attend. Food events in particular, must be ordered and paid for 
based upon your registrations.  Dropping by without notice, or conversely not showing up at all,  plays havoc 
with our financial planning, and food availability during events. Your full participation is encouraged of course !  
Just let us know  ahead of time.  We all look forward to seeing you. 
 
Once again, thanks to each member of the executive and District 40 committees.  
Your support makes it all worthwhile !     Let’s make 2019  a great year as well ! 
 

Keith Gloster, President Brant 40 
PROVINCIAL  - https://www.rto-ero.org   
BRANT 40  - https://district40.rto-ero.org 

https://www.rto-ero.org/
https://district40.rto-ero.org/

